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We are what we throw away – Gavin Turk 
 
MARUANI MERCIER is pleased to present Still Life, an exhibition of a new series of paintings by Gavin Turk, 
on view at the Knokke Zeedijk gallery. In Still Life, Turk carefully paints images of product packaging arranged 
in a way that recalls the work of the artist Giorgio Morandi. Each work is uniquely framed, creating an 
impression that each work has had its own journey and has been brought back together for this exhibition. 
Conflating the slow and layered painterly process of classical still life with images of disposable objects, the 
works highlight the ever-accelerating pace of consumption in the present-day economy. 
 
“It’s a kind of proto-realistic method that includes images of not only what we throw away but a genre of 
painting.”  
 
The paintings are executed in a restricted tonal palette against a monochrome ground, some of the objects 
are highlighted in accents of colour, inviting a close study of rhythmically arranged lines and forms. Empty 
bottles in glass and plastic, reflect the hues of nearby objects, simultaneously alluding to the shortness of 
their shelf-life. Foregrounding empty containers as classical still-life models, Turk addresses the awkward 
invisibility of these items, designed to be discarded and ultimately devoid of tangible value to the consumer 
in a culture driven by convenience. Stripped of labels or branding, the quotidian nature of the shapes is 
nevertheless obvious in artwork titles which list all products employed in the composition in a kind of diaristic 
fashion. Indeed, all the products featured in the series were used by the artist or his friends and family, 
suggesting an unexpected role of food containers as traces of one’s presence over time.  
 
Presenting a considerable variance in shapes, the objects in the paintings emerge as relics of our material 
culture. Designed to evoke a specific psychic response, such as desire or trust in the product, images of 
packaging here summon a reflection on the nature and repercussions of our day-to-day consumer choices. 
This exploration of pathos and nostalgia serves as a reminder that in the detritus of our disposable culture, 
there exists an elusive meaning that can unlock the clues to what we might wish to take forward into our 
future. 
 
Gavin Turk is a pioneer in contemporary British sculpture known for his painted bronze, waxworks, the recycled 
art-historical icon, and the use of rubbish in art. Turk’s installations and sculptures deal with issues of authorship, 
authenticity and identity. Concerned with the ‘myth’ of the artist and the ‘authorship’ of a work, Turk’s 
engagement with this modernist, avant-garde debate stretches back to the readymades of Marcel Duchamp. 
In 1991, the Royal College of Art refused Turk a degree on the basis that his final show, ‘Cave’, consisted of 
a whitewashed studio space containing only a blue heritage plaque commemorating his presence ‘Gavin Turk 
worked here 1989-91'. Instantly gaining notoriety through this installation, Turk was spotted by Charles 
Saatchi and was included in several YBA exhibitions. Turk’s work has since been collected and exhibited by 
many major museums and galleries throughout the world.  His work has been exhibited in over 50 solo shows 
internationally as well as many major curated exhibitions from institutions such as the Tate Modern, London 
and the Royal Academy of Arts, London. He is present in public collections including the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London and the Museum of Modern Art, New York. Turk lives and works in London. 
 
A public opening will take place on December 26, 2023. For further information and images, please 
contact press@maruanimercier.com.
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