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Hank Willis Thomas, Labor, 2019, screenprint on retroreflective vinyl, mounted on Dibond, 142,24 x 121,92 cm

Maruani Mercier Gallery is pleased to present Hank Willis Thomas’ second solo exhibition at the Brussels
gallery. Well-known for his interest in the framing and context of history and perspective, this new body of work
marks a progression in Thomas' critique of the construction of identity, power, and popular culture in the
western imagination.

As an expression of consciousness and the perception of reality, Surrealism and Abstraction become vehicles
of liberation and possibility. Using these movements as a jumping off point both aesthetically and conceptually,
this exhibition focuses on the relationships drawn between art history, the history of Belgium, colonialism and
the history of the Congo. Through a variety of mediums, Thomas presents a visual timeline as a way to draw
new connections between the history of art and conquest, and the subversion of colonialism.

Through visual layering of historical archives, art historial tropes, and references to popular culture, Thomas
reveals how power relations, the struggle for independence, and the establishment of trade and popular
culture have been constructed by and large in the western imagination.
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The artist is available for interviews.

For press information, please contact Margaux De Pauw margaux@maruanimercier.com.

For high-resolution images, visit maruanimercier.com/press.
For public information call +32 2 512 50 10, or visit maruanimercier.com.

Donnez Votre Main opens on 23 April and runs until 4 June 2019
at MARUANI MERCIER, Avenue Louise 430, Brussels.
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